BLACK LIVES MATTER 


HOXTON’S MUSEUM OF THE HOME REOPENS IN 2021 AFTER-s 
A THREE-YEAR CLOSURE AND AN £18.1 MILLION UPGRADE, 

PART-FUNDED BY A HERITAGE LOTTERY GRANT. THE MUSEUM 4 
SAYS IT HOPES TO DISPLAY “DIVERSE PERSONAL STORIES OF 
HOME THROUGH THE CENTURIES WHICH INVITE VISITORS TO 
DISCOVER, REVEAL AND RETHINK WHAT HOME A} 


The Museum of the Home used to be called 
The Geffrye Museum because it is based in 
18th century alms-houses built with money 
provided by Sir Robert Geffrye (1613 -1703). 


A statue of Robert Geffrye has stood over 
the building since 1912. 


Robert Geffrye made his fortune from his 
involvement in the North Atlantic Slave 
Trade. He had shares in the Royal African 
Company and part-owned the slave ship China Merchant. The Royal African Company sent more 
than 500 slave ships to West Africa between 1672 and 1713 enslaving people from their homes in 
Benin, Nigeria, Gambia, and the Gold Coast. Those people were ripped from their homes and sold 
to plantation owners in Barbados, Jamaica, Nevis, Virginia, and Antigua. Historian Dr Sean Kingsley 
has studied 279 voyages undertaken by the Royal African Company between 1672 and 1713 and has 
found of the 65,411 Africans trafficked to servitude in the Caribbean, 14,668 died in the crossing. 


The Museum of the Home acknowledges that Robert Geffrye “profited directly from the buying and 
selling of human beings. These profits were very likely sufficient to fund the core part of his legacy.” 


The removal of the statue of the 17th century Bristol slaver Edward Colston by BLACK LIVES 
MATTER protesters on the 7 June 2020 led many institutions to re-evaluate their own monuments 
to slavers. The board of trustees of the Museum of the Home opened a public consultation in 
partnership with Hackney Council over what should be done with their statue of Geffrye. In July 
2020, the board admitted that “the response [of their consultation] was in favour of removing the 
statue” but also announced that they were NOT taking Geffrye’s statue down arguing the issue was 


“a complex debate, full of nuance and different opinions.” 


71% of those who responded to Museum of the Home's consultation said they wanted Geffrye’s 
statue taken down. Most of them live in the magnificently multicultural borough of Hackney. The 
government, in the shape of culture secretary Oliver Dowden, insisted the statue stays where it is. 
It is still on its plinth. 


The Museum of the Home declares 
it wants visitors to “discover, 
reveal and rethink what home 
means” but there is a statue 
standing over their building 
to a man who was part of a 
brutal system of exploitation 
and oppression which tore 
millions from their homes. We 
are asking people to boycott 
the museum until the board of 
trustees honour the wishes of 
the people of Hackney and bring 
the statue down. 


WHAT YOU CAN DO NOW! 


PLEASE CONTACT SONIA SOLICARI, 

THE DIRECTOR OF THE MUSEUM OF THE HOME 
EMAIL: INFO@MUSEUMOFTHEHOME.ORG.UK 
TWITTER @MUSEUMOFTHEHOME 

OR FACEBOOK: @MUSEUMOFTHEHOME AND 
TELL HER THAT #6EFFRYEMUSTFALL. 


#GeffryeMustFall #BlackLivesMatter #TheUKisnot innocent #HistoryNotMyth 


The government, via culture secretary 
Oliver Dowden, bullied the Museum's ’ 


board of trustees to keep the statue- 
of Geffrye standing arguing: “The 
‘government believes..that removing 
statues, artwork and other historical 
objects is not the right approach.” 


In January 2021, the housing, 
communities, and local government 
secretary Robert Jenrick showed 
what the government believes is the 
“right approach” when he announced 
legislation was being drawn up to 
“protect” statues of slavers from “baying 
mobs” and “woke worthies.” People who 
forcibly take down statues ‘of slavers 
face up to 10 years in prison if the Police, 
Crime, Sentencing Courts Bill becomes 
law. 


But the overthrow of Edward Colston’s 
statue in June 2020 began what 
Halim ‘Adi, professor of history at 
Chichester University, describes as an 
“unprecedented...reckoning with the 
glorification of slavery, colonialism, 
empire, human trafficking and crimes 
against humanity.” This is a movement 
that won't be stopped. The Guardian 
estimates 30 statues, plaques, and 
other memorials to those who profited 
from slavery have been removed since 
Colston’s statue fell. They include the 
statue to the 18th century slave trader 


Robert Milligan which was removed. - 


from its place outside the Museum of 
London Docklands in June 2020 when 


#GefiryeMustFall 


F: Hackney Stand Up To Racism 


E: Hackney22standup2racism@gmail. 


Twitter and Instagram: @hackneysutr 


WHAT SHOULD BE DONE WITH THE MUSEUM OF 
THE HOME’S STATUE OF THE SLAVER © 
ROBERT GEFFRYE? © 
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officials realised that fit was no longer 


acceptable to the local community.” 


130 councils across the UK including 
Manchester, Birmingham and Hackney, 
are looking to change memorials to 
slavers. The Welsh government has 
identified 209 monuments, buildings 
and street names linked with slavery 
which it wants to change. 


In August 2020, The British Museum 
announced they were removing the bust 
of their founder Hans Sloane and were 
putting it on display in the museum 
where his involvement in the Jamaican 
slave trade would be fully exposed. 
Hartwig Fischer, the director of The 
British Museum proudly declared: 
“For the first time, we are bringing 
the enslaved African story into this 
conversation.” 


On 21 January 2021 legislators in the 
City of London announced they were 
removing the statues of the slavers 
William Beckford and Sir John Cass 
from the City’s Great Hall and Guildhall. 
Their public consultation on the statues 
found 75% of those who took part 
wanted them to come down. Unlike the 
Museum of the Home, the City of London 
honoured the decision of the public. 
Dismissing Jenrick’s absurd argument 
that removing monuments to slavers 
was “losing our inheritance of the past”, 
barrister Caroline Addy, a member of 
the City’s Court of Common Council 
rightly declared “it would be wrong to 
lord those two (Beckford and Cass) so 
prominently, it would be oppressive to 
descendants of those who suffered.” 
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If the City of London 
and The British 
Museum can remove 
monuments to slavers, 
then why can’t The 
Museum of the Home? 


THOSE OF US WHO SAY #GEFFRYEMUSTFALL HAVE 
BEEN ACCUSED OF WANTING TO “CANCEL CULTURE” 
AND “RE-WRITE HISTORY” BUT IT IS BOWDEN AND 
JENRICK AND BORIS JOHNSON’S GOVERNMENT WHO 
WANT TO DISTORTED AND OBSCURE HISTORY. 


GEFFRYE’S STATUE SHOWS HIM AS A POWERFUL, 
WEALTHY, AND CIVILIZED MAN. IT SAYS NOTHING 
ABOUT HOW HE MADE HIS WEALTH. WE WANT MORE 
HISTORY - NOT LESS. 


WE WANT THE WHOLE STORY TO BE TOLD - 


NOT A MYTH WHICH TELLS US GEFFRYE WAS A 
“PHILANTHROPIST” BUT NOT HOW HE MADE HIS 
MONEY. WE SAY THE TRUSTEES OF THE MUSEUM 

OF THE HOME SHOULD TAKE THE STATUE DOWN AND 
DISPLAY IT IN THE MUSEUM WITH HIS INVOLVEMENT 
IN THE SLAVE TRADE MADE OPEN AND TRANSPARENT. 


THE VISITING PUBLIC SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO MAKE 
UP THEIR OWN MINDS AS TO WHETHER THE SLAVER 
GEFFRYE DESERVES TO BE REMEMBERED AS A 
“PHILANTHROPIST”. 


